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level. More information about SSRS can be obtained by visiting www.ssrs.com. 

 
 

 
POLQ1. Here are some things being discussed as possible priorities by President-Elect Joe Biden 
and the new Congress. For each one, please tell me whether or not you think it should be an 
EXTREMELY IMPORTANT priority. How about (INSERT FIRST ITEM)? Should that be an 
EXTREMELY IMPORTANT priority or not?  
 

http://www.ssrs.com/


 

2 

 

POLQ1 Extremely Important Priority Summary Table 
 

a Asked of half-sample A; n=496 
b Asked of half-sample B; n=511 

 Total Dem Rep Ind 
Enacting a major Covid-19 relief bill that includes aid for 
businesses and individuals substantially hurt by the economic 
effects of Covid-19 b 89 94 87 89 
Taking federal government action to lower prescription drug 
prices a 87 91 81 88 
Substantially expanding federal support for Covid-19 testing, 
vaccinations, and personal protective equipment a 86 95 79 82 
Passing a major bill that will provide stimulus to the nation's 
economy a 84 92 82 82 
Increasing the eligibility so low- and moderate-income people 
can receive food stamps during the Covid-19 pandemic b 84 96 73 84 
Enacting federal legislation to ensure everyone has health 
insurance coverage a 78 92 67 76 
Lowering taxes for middle income individuals and raising taxes 
for upper-income individuals a 73 81 64 77 
Increasing federal spending on K-12 public education b 71 84 56 73 
Keeping the Affordable Care Act, also known as the ACA or 
Obamacare, and making improvements in it b 68 83 46 70 
Substantially increasing spending and regulation to improve the 
environment and reduce climate change a 68 86 45 65 
Allowing people under the age of 65 the option under the ACA or 
Obamacare to buy their health coverage through the Medicare 
program just like one might buy private insurance a 67 80 58 67 
Making permanent the Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals 
policy, or DACA, which grants temporary legal status to people 
brought to the US illegally as children b 66 86 45 68 
Taking action to substantially strengthen the role of the U.S. in 
world affairs b 65 74 59 64 
Increasing spending on the nation's infrastructure, such as roads, 
bridges, and airports b 65 69 65 61 
Addressing concerns about race and policing by establishing a 
national police oversight commission a 64 76 52 61 
Changing our health care system so that all Americans would get 
health insurance from the federal government's Medicare 
program, which is now mainly for people age 65 or over and is 
paid for by taxpayers? This plan is often called Medicare for All. b 64 80 50 64 
Having the U.S. rejoin the World Health Organization, or W-H-O b 62 81 42 62 
Reversing current policy and encouraging more free trade with 
other countries, including reducing tariffs a 60 69 54 58 
Canceling a share of past and current college student loan debt a 57 67 49 51 
Having the U.S. rejoin the Paris climate accord a 56 77 41 61 
Reducing some of the tax cuts enacted in 2017 for large-and 
medium-sized businesses b 54 61 46 59 
Substantially increasing defense spending a 53 40 67 46 
Substantially reducing defense spending b 40 51 33 40 
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 Table: The Public’s Top Priorities for President Biden and the New Congress,  
by Party Identification (Rank and % saying “extremely important”) 

 
Total adults Democrats Republicans 

Rank Issue % Rank Issue % Rank Issue % 

1 

Enacting a major Covid-
19 relief bill that 
includes aid for 
businesses and 
individuals 
substantially hurt by 
the economic effects of 
Covid-19   

89 1 

Increasing the eligibility 
so low- and moderate-
income people can 
receive food stamps 
during the Covid-19 
pandemic   

96 1 

Enacting a major Covid-
19 relief bill that 
includes aid for 
businesses and 
individuals 
substantially hurt by 
the economic effects of 
Covid-19   

87 

2 

Taking federal 
government action to 
lower prescription drug 
prices 

87 2 

Substantially expanding 
federal support for 
Covid-19 testing, 
vaccinations, and 
personal protective 
equipment 

95 2 
Passing a major bill that 
will provide stimulus to 
the nation's economy   

82 

3 

Substantially expanding 
federal support for 
Covid-19 testing, 
vaccinations, and 
personal protective 
equipment 

86 3 

Enacting a major Covid-
19 relief bill that 
includes aid for 
businesses and 
individuals 
substantially hurt by 
the economic effects of 
Covid-19   

94 3 

Taking federal 
government action to 
lower prescription drug 
prices 

81 

4t 
Passing a major bill that 
will provide stimulus to 
the nation's economy   

84 4t 
Passing a major bill that 
will provide stimulus to 
the nation's economy   

92 4 

Substantially expanding 
federal support for 
Covid-19 testing, 
vaccinations, and 
personal protective 
equipment 

79 

4t 

Increasing the eligibility 
so low- and moderate-
income people can 
receive food stamps 
during the Covid-19 
pandemic   

84 4t 

Enacting federal 
legislation to ensure 
everyone has health 
insurance coverage 

92 5 

Increasing the eligibility 
so low- and moderate-
income people can 
receive food stamps 
during the Covid-19 
pandemic   

73 

6 

Enacting federal 
legislation to ensure 
everyone has health 
insurance coverage   

78 6 

Taking federal 
government action to 
lower prescription drug 
prices 

91 6t 
Substantially increasing 
defense spending   

67 

7 

Lowering taxes for 
middle income 
individuals and raising 
taxes for upper-income 
individuals 

73 7t 

Substantially increasing 
spending and 
regulation to improve 
the environment and 
reduce climate change   

86 6t 

Enacting federal 
legislation to ensure 
everyone has health 
insurance coverage   

67 

8 
Increasing federal 
spending on K-12 
public education 

71 7t 

Making permanent the 
DACA policy, which 
grants temporary legal 
status to people 
brought to the US 
illegally as children   

86 8 

Increasing spending on 
the nation's 
infrastructure, such as 
roads, bridges, and 
airports   

65 

 


