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SAVE THE DATES!  
2014-2015 HPM Events 

12:30pm-1:30pm, in Kresge 439 
 

HPM Research Seminar Schedule 
⋅ Monday, September 22, 2014 - John McDonough 
⋅ Friday, November 21, 2014 - Bob Wachter 
⋅ Tuesday, January 13, 2015 - Delia Wolf 
⋅ Tuesday, February 3, 2015 - David Hemenway 

*Confirmed schedule to date - more to come after February* 
 
Faculty & Staff Welcome Back Luncheon 

Friday, September 26, 2014 
 

Follow us on Twitter for more information about 
upcoming seminars and events! 

 

 Vermont is pushing ahead with an ambitious 
health care plan that goes far beyond the ACA, 
http://ow.ly/AkXqZ , an idea that originates 
from Bill Hsiao’s 2011 Health Affairs paper. 

 Quality matters as much as access when it 
comes to health care. As Ashish Jha points out, 
what’s the point of access to poor quality care? 
http://hvrd.me/A6A4u. 

 Stressed out? A recent Forum event  with Bob 
Blendon and HPM colleagues might be worth 
getting on your calendar, http://ow.ly/z38xy.  

 Atul Gawande was named as 2014 BBC Reith 
lecturer on 'The Future of Medicine'. Look out 
for this in November, 
http://www.bbc.com/news/entertainment-arts-
28267741.  

 Why Public Health? View HPM alum Tari 
Owi's story, http://hvrd.me/Aclij. 

 Ben Sommers warns not to "underestimate the 
critical impact of Medicaid expansion" under 
the ACA, http://ow.ly/y502Y \. 

 The 7th Annual National Patient Safety 
Foundation, Lucian Leape Institute Forum & 
Gala is taking place on Sept. 17 with Bob 
Wachter delivering the keynote address, 
http://bit.ly/NPSF_LLI7.  

 What does 30% of $2.8 trillion equal? Some say 
wasted U.S. healthcare dollars. Meredith 
Rosenthal highlights the difficulty of identifying 
and reducing waste, http://ht.ly/AhdGc.  

 

HPM IN ACTION 

HPM Comings and Goings 
Welcome 

 Ashish Jha’s Team: Jennifer Gilbert, Research Assistant, 
Andrew Boozary, Visiting Scientist, Jose Figueroa, 
Visiting Scientist, & Laura Burke, Researcher 

 Research Assistants with Meredith Rosenthal & Kate 
Baicker: David Meyers, Christopher Murray, & Harlan 
Pittell 

 Bob Blendon’s Team: Justin Sayde, Administrative & 
Research Manager, & Narayani Lasala, Research 
Associate 

 Research Coordinator with Eve Wittenberg: Danielle 
Hollenbeck-Pringle 

 New Instructors: Gordon Bloom, Amy Rosenthal, Hank 
Bernstein, & Don Michaels  

 Harkness Fellows: Jacob West, & Dionne Kringos 

Farewell and Good Wishes 
 Ashish Jha’s Team: Yelena Kuznetsov, Project Manager, 

Daniel Liebman, Research Assistant, Nandini Sarma, 
Research Assistant, Tom Tsai, Research Associate, 
Kirstin Woody Scott, Research Fellow, Paula Chatterjee, 
Research  Fellow, & Sarah Little, Research Fellow 

 

  Have you checked out the evolving 
HPM website? We’ve added a new 
Twitter feature on the homepage to 
highlight exciting announcements as 
well as informational pages for 
prospective and current students.  

 

https://twitter.com/HarvardHPM
http://ow.ly/AkXqZ
http://content.healthaffairs.org/content/30/7/1232.full
http://hvrd.me/A6A4u
http://ow.ly/z38xy. 
http://www.bbc.com/news/entertainment-arts-28267741
http://www.bbc.com/news/entertainment-arts-28267741
http://hvrd.me/Aclij
http://ow.ly/y502Y%20/
http://bit.ly/NPSF_LLI7
http://ht.ly/AhdGc. 
http://www.hsph.harvard.edu/health-policy-and-management/
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LETTER FROM THE CHAIR 
 
Dear HP&M’ers, 
 
I would like to extend a warm welcome to everyone as we begin a new year at HPM.  I hope many of you were 
able to share in the momentous September 8 announcement – what an amazing opportunity for the school! We 
can all begin the year with a renewed sense of purpose, excitement, and dedication to our mission. 
 
We’re welcoming both new and returning department members this fall.  First, I am thrilled to welcome back 
Howard Koh, former Assistant Secretary for Health for the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. He 
will be rejoining us this fall in a new position as Professor of the Practice of Public Health Leadership. I also 
want to welcome Ankur Pandya who will also join our department’s faculty in October as Assistant Professor of 
Health Decision Science. And we are delighted to have Bob Wachter, Chief of the Medical Service and Chief of 
the Division of Hospital Medicine at UCSF Medical Center with us as Visiting Professor through December 
2014.  Our team has also been joined by several new research assistants and project managers. We look forward 
to working with everyone in the year ahead. 
 
Congratulations to Matt Miller, who has started a new position as Professor and Director of the Undergraduate 
Major in Health Sciences at Northeastern University. We will have the opportunity to celebrate all of Matt’s 
accomplishments and contributions later in September.  
 
Our thoughts continue to be with the family of Marc Roberts, who suddenly passed away in July. He was a long-
time friend and colleague who spent over 50 years at Harvard and worked with many of us. For those of you who 
were close to Marc, his family will hold a memorial service on October 12, 2014. The family is also discussing a 
fund at HSPH in his memory to support doctoral students in global health systems. We will share details about 
both with you as they become available. 
 
We are of course also welcoming the core members of our community – new and returning students.  On August 
26th, the school year kicked off with a high energy orientation program for our many enthusiastic, eager students 
(not yet weighed down by project deadlines and exams!). Many thanks to Nancy Turnbull, Anne Occhipinti, and 
Liz Nolan for organizing the welcome sessions for our new students, and to all the faculty and staff who 
participated. This year we have 94 new students (57 MPH-CMP, 11 MPH-LPH, 24 SM2, and 2 SM1) and 27 
returning students. The newest cohort for the Master of Health Care Management program (directed and 
managed by Nancy Kane and Colin Fleming, respectively) includes 25 students from 14 states and two countries. 
We look forward to getting to know you!  
 
Although the halls were a little quieter this summer, the path-breaking research generated by the department 
continued apace.  Despite the often challenging external environment, department members secured grant 
funding from both government agencies and foundations. The work done here resulted in research findings 
published in high-impact outlets such as NEJM, JAMA, Health Affairs, Journal of Health Economics, American 
Journal of Medical Quality, and Health Services Research. This work is advancing our knowledge on key fronts, 
and would not be possible without the tireless efforts of our talented and dedicated team of staff and research 
administrators – whose work is often behind the scenes but is always crucial and much appreciated. So thank you 
and congratulations to all of you involved in these vital research projects!  
 
I hope you all have a wonderful fall, and that you find some time to enjoy New England at this beautiful time of 
year. If you do, please share your experiences with us. We want this newsletter to provide a chance to learn more 
about what our community members are up to both in and out of the office – from research accomplishments to 
hobbies. If you don’t send news, I will feel justified in filling it with pictures of my cats. Again, my very best 
wishes to all of you for a successful year ahead. 
 

Best wishes,  
Kate 
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