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Policymakers around the world are struggling to address the multiple challenges of governing health 
systems. GOVERNING HEALTH SYSTEMS: For Nations and Communities Around the World 
(Lamprey & Lee, April 14, 2015) examines the complex relationships between governance and 
performance in community and national health systems. 
 
Each chapter provides an in-depth case study, using both qualitative and quantitative methods, on health 
systems in many countries, including Uganda, Ghana, India, Zambia, Japan, Nigeria, Indonesia, Brazil, 
Palestine, and South Korea. The chapters are written by former Takemi Fellows in International Health, 
who were mid-career research fellows at the Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health, and their 
colleagues. This case study approach yields important findings as well as contextual insights about the 
challenges and accomplishments in addressing governance issues in national and community health 
systems around the world. The authors examine how health systems are working in the following areas:  
 
At the community level: 
 

● Community participation in health management committees 
● District hospitals and community governance 
● Decentralized government and community health systems 
● Community workers and responding to health disasters 
● Community perceptions of the health system 

 
 
 
 



At the national level: 
 

● Governing toward universal health coverage 
● Health policy implementation in a decentralized system 
● National governance and financial accountability for health organizations 
● Public participation in decisions about health priorities 

 
The studies presented in this book—deep examinations of illustrative examples of health system 
governance for communities and nations—contribute to our knowledge about global health and assist 
policymakers in dealing with the complex practical problems of health systems. This book addresses 
central questions around governance and why it matters. 
 
This book marks the thirtieth anniversary for the Takemi Program in International Health at the Harvard  
T.H. Chan School of Public Health. This extraordinary program has been in existence since 1983, and it 
welcomed its thirtieth group of Takemi Fellows to Harvard in the fall of 2013. Over the past three 
decades, 242 people from fifty-one countries have participated in the Takemi Program. This book 
celebrates the contributions of Takemi Fellows around the world to advancing global health.  
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