Glossary

Glossary of Selected Terms and Abbreviations Used
Armenian Diaspora

Term used by Armenians to refer to Armenians
living outside of Armenia, primarily in the Americas, Europe, and the Near East.

Consignee

A recipient of drug donations from a primary
donor (such as a pharmaceutical producer) or
from a secondary donor (such as a PVO consolidator).

Consolidator

A private voluntary organization that collects
drug donations from multiple sources (mainly
producers but also distributors and other sources)
for distribution (as a donation) to multiple recipients.

Country EDL Drug

In this report’s classification system, a donated
drug that is listed on the recipient country’s national EDL.

Dating

The amount of time prior to the manufacturer’s
stated expiration date on a given drug.

Donation

Refers to “gifts-in-kind” or the donation of products or services. When financial donations are
discussed, they are specifically identified.

Essential Drugs

According to the WHO, those drugs “that satisfy the health care needs of the majority of the
population; […and that] should therefore be
available at all times in adequate amounts and in
appropriate dosage forms.”
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Essential Drugs List
(EDL)

A country-specific list of drugs considered necessary to meet the health care needs of the majority of the population and appropriate for use
in the specific country setting.

Expiration Date

The date established by the manufacturer and
printed on the package after which the quality
of a drug product and its related eﬃcacy and
safety are not guaranteed and after which the
product should not be used.

Gifts-in-Kind

Non-monetary donations from individuals or organizations to other individuals or organizations.

IDA

A major nonprofit manufacturer and distributor of drugs and drug kits, located in Holland,
with production facilities in Malta and other
countries.

Marz

Large areas or districts in Armenia.

MOH

Ministry of Health.

MSSP

Ministry of Public Health and Population (Haiti).

NGO

Non-governmental organization. NGOs are distinguished from PVOs in the country studies in
order to distinguish in-country recipient organizations (NGOs) from foreign-based donor organizations (PVOs).

Non-List Drug

In this report’s classification system, a donated
drug that is neither listed on the recipient country’s
EDL nor is a therapeutic alternative for a drug
on the country’s EDL, and is not listed on the
WHO-ML.

PAHO

Pan American Health Organization.

PDR

Physicians’ Desk Reference. The PDR is a published reference guide which lists drug descriptions, indications and contraindications of US
Food and Drug Administration approved drugs.
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Production for
Donation

The manufacture of drugs by a pharmaceutical
company specifically for the purpose of donation after manufacture.

PVO

Private Voluntary Organization. PVOs are organizations that collect donations of drugs and medical supplies and equipment, and make them available to health care facilities that have a need for
them. PVOs may have oﬃces within recipient
countries, but are distinguished in this report from
NGOs to clarify the donor/recipient relationship.

Remaining Shelf-Life

The number of days between the expiration date
of the drug product and another date (in this
report, usually the date of shipment by the PVO).

Returned Drugs

Drugs which have been dispensed to patients
and subsequently returned to a pharmacist or
other entity prior to donation.

Parastatals

Manufacturers and other industries run by the
government. These companies provided healthcare
services for their employees in Tanzania.

Shelf Life

The amount of time prior to the expiration date
established by the drug manufacturer. Synonymous with dating.

Shipment

All shipment items sent by a PVO on the same
date to the same country.

Shipment Item

One donated drug product in a particular dosage form, strength, and package size that was
listed on the PVO’s shipment list as a line item.
Multiple shipment items existed of the same drug
product, and each shipment item was counted
separately.

Therapeutic
Alternative

In this report’s classification system, a donated
drug that is not listed on the recipient country’s
EDL but belongs to the same therapeutic class
as a drug listed on the national EDL and belongs
to a therapeutic class for which the WHO-ML
allows the use of alternatives.
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Therapeutic Class
or Group

A pharmacological category of drugs; these drugs
often have commonalties in their chemical structures, and share similar mechanisms of action
and indications for use.

Unique Drug Product

A particular drug, in a particular dosage form
and strength (without regard to package size). In
this report, a unique drug product was classified
as on the country EDL or WHO-ML if the drug
in the same dosage form was listed on the respective list for the same indication (without
regard to strength). Each unique drug product
was counted once, even if the same product was
shipped multiple times.

WHO

World Health Organization.

WHO Model List
(WHO-ML)

A list of drugs published by WHO since 1977
and updated biennially to guide countries in the
development of an essential drugs program. The
list recommends specific drugs for inclusion on
a country’s national EDL. This study used the
1995 Model List, which organizes 304 drugs
into 27 therapeutic sections.

WHO-ML Drug

In this report’s classification system, a donated
drug that is not listed on the recipient country’s
EDL, but is listed on the WHO-ML.
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