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THE JOHN BRISCOE WATER SECURITY INTERNSHIP 
The John Briscoe Water Security internship is named in honor of Dr. John Briscoe, for his unparalleled 

contributions to global and local water management, his courage and pragmatism in tackling controversial 

issues and his relentless commitment to improving the lives of people in developing countries. The 

internship will be awarded annually by the World Bank to an undergraduate student interested in a career 

in water policy and management and will serve to advance Dr. Briscoe’s desire to bridge academia with 

policy and implementation.  

ABOUT JOHN BRISCOE  

Dr. John Briscoe was a former Senior Water Advisor at 

the World Bank, Country Director for Brazil, and the 

2014 Laureate for the Stockholm Water Prize. A native of 

South Africa, Dr. Briscoe did his undergraduate studies in 

civil engineering at the University of Cape Town and his 

Ph. D in environmental engineering at Harvard 

University. He has worked in dozens of countries around 

the world, and lived in his native South Africa, the United 

States, Bangladesh, Mozambique, India and Brazil. 

Briscoe has also held professorships at Harvard 

University, in the School of Engineering and Applied 

Sciences, the School of Public Health, and at the Harvard 

Kennedy School. He was also Director of the Harvard 

Water Security Initiative, an interdisciplinary program for 

graduate students and undergraduates that combined.  

In March of 2014, Briscoe won the Stockholm Water Prize, widely known as “the Nobel Prize of water,” 

for his “unparalleled contributions to global and local management of water—contributions covering vast 

thematic, geographic, and institutional environments—that have improved the lives and livelihoods of 

millions of people worldwide.” He provided “the world with tools for peaceful, productive, and equitable 

management of the Earth’s water resources.” 

ABOUT THE WATER SECURITY INTERNSHIP 

The Water Security Internship will be awarded to students interested in a career in water management 

through the lens of development. The internship will offer students to broaden their understanding of water 

management challenges and emerging security issues while honing analytical skills. Thus, it will provide 

them an opportunity to tackle water security, governance and policy challenges through a disciplinary lens.  

Interns, who will be paid, will be given a specific task that they will be expected to complete over the course 

of their internship, under the supervision of a senior staff member. The internship will be located at the 

World Bank headquarters in Washington, DC. Interns are responsible for their own living accommodations.   
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Eligibility: To be eligible for the Internship, candidates must be enrolled in a full-time undergraduate 

study program and have completed at least his or her sophomore year in college. Candidates must have a 

keen interest in water policy issues, especially those related to international development. International 

experience is preferred, but not a requirement. The start and end date of the internship is flexible.  

 

Application Details: Application Package should consist of the following: 

 Cover Letter  

 Resume/CV 

 Writing Sample of 1,000 word maximum (this does not need to be related to water). 

The package should be sent to William Rex, wrex@worldbank.org copying Laila Kasuri 

lkasuri@worldbank.org. The deadline for applications is April 15th, 2015 at 5pm EST.  Selected 

candidates will be informed of decisions by May 15th, 2015. 
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