
Dear Members of the Harvard Chan Community, 

 

By now you have likely seen President Bacow’s email regarding the postponement of Harvard’s 369th 

Commencement Exercises on May 28. I wanted to follow up with my own note about the 2020 Harvard 

Chan Convocation on May 27.  

 

Like President Bacow, I have a special love for the week of Commencement, both as an administrator 

and an alumna. But nothing fills me with greater pride than our own Convocation, a truly wonderful 

ceremony that allows us to properly celebrate the remarkable accomplishments of our graduating 

students, as well as the family and friends who helped get them there. So I share in your sadness as we 

make the difficult but necessary decision to postpone this event.  

 

As public health researchers and practitioners, we know that this is the right thing to do; the safety of 

our community depends on it. But I also want to acknowledge the unique disappointment this 

postponement brings to the Class of 2020, which is already coping with a period of singular uncertainty. 

As you saw in President Bacow’s email, the University plans to have an in-person celebration sometime 

later, once we know it is safe to bring people together again. I have no doubt that when we do 

eventually convene to honor our graduates, it will be a celebration for the ages. Please visit the 

following website with Frequently Asked Questions about 

Commencement: https://commencement.harvard.edu/2020.  

 

In the meantime, the University will be awarding degrees at an online event on May 28 and we are 

moving forward with plans to host an online Harvard Chan School Convocation Ceremony. I will share 

more information as soon as I have it. 

 

I have written this before, but I will say it again: These last few weeks have left me overwhelmed with 

gratitude for our Harvard Chan family. Your tireless work, flexibility, and dedication have reminded me 

once more how lucky I am to count you all as colleagues and friends. I thank you again for your patience 

as we navigate these uncharted waters together. 
 

 

Sincerely, 
Michelle 

 

Michelle A. Williams, ScD  
Dean of the Faculty, Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health 
Angelopoulos Professor in Public Health and International Development, 
Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health and Harvard Kennedy School 

https://commencement.harvard.edu/2020

