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Malaria parasite transforms itself to
hide from human immune system
 

In order to spread disease
inside the human body, the
malaria parasite must evade
the human immune system-
-which it does remarkably
well. Now, HSPH researchers
have uncovered details
about the mechanism by
which the parasite,
Plasmodium falciparum,

avoids detection. Manoj Duraisingh, associate professor of
immunology and infectious diseases at HSPH, senior author of
the study, which appears in the December 13, 2012 issue of
Cell Host & Microbe. Read more

Most people living longer, spending
more years in poor health 
 
Findings from two new studies looking at the global burden of
disease show that the majority of people around the world
are living more years with disease and injury, and that they
share surprisingly similar perceptions about the impact of
health conditions. Both studies, part of a Lancet special issue,
were co-led by Joshua Salomon, professor of global health at
HSPH. Read more

Narrative key to effective leadership  
 

According to Marshall Ganz, an expert in
grassroots organizing who spoke at HSPH on
November 28, President Barack Obama's speech
at the 2004 Democratic Convention contained
three essential narrative elements that all
would-be leaders can learn from. Obama began
by telling his personal story; connected his story
with those of other Americans; then spoke of

the American people's shared challenges to move them to
action. Read more 

Flame retardants associated with
neurobehavioral problems in children

Flame retardants found in furniture, cars,
carpet padding, and baby products are
supposed to make these products safer. But
according to neuropsychologist and
epidemiologist Brenda Eskenazi, they may do
more harm than good--particularly in children,
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who are more vulnerable to environmental
hazards than adults. Eskenazi spoke at HSPH
on November 26. Read more

Around the School

State of the School video posted
Watch a video of the State of the School address from
December 10. Harvard PIN required.

On My Own Time submissions deadline extended  
Staff, faculty, students,
and academic
appointees can submit
work showcasing their
personal talents to the

On My Own Time exhibition. Submissions due December 14.  

Season of giving
Toy drive ends December 15 
Toys are being collected in the boxes located in
the 90 Smith Street and Kresge lobbies as part
of the Season of Giving program.

Harvard Community Gifts  
Donations by debit/credit card or check
are still being accepted for the Harvard
Community Gifts program.    

Faculty awards and honors
President Barack Obama announced on December
6 his intent to appoint David Christiani, Elkan
Blout Professor of Environmental Genetics, as a
member of the National Cancer Advisory Board.
The NCAB advises and assists the director of the
National Cancer Institute.

Elsie Sunderland, Mark and Catherine Winkler
Assistant Professor of Aquatic Science, has
received a new investigator award from the
Smith Family Awards Program for Excellence in
Biomedical Research. Her research project
focuses on the potential effects of environmental

contaminants on children's immune response to vaccines. 

Adetokunbo Lucas, adjunct professor of
international health, will receive the 2013 Jimmy
and Rosalynn Carter Humanitarian Award for his 
work in treating neglected tropical diseases.
Lucas, who earned a SM degree from HSPH in
1964, received the School's Alumni Award of
Merit in 1999.
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