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Background & Purpose
Key Characteristics of Service Learning:

• Activity that is focused on meeting a 
community-identified need where that need 
has to do with the well-being of individuals 
and/or of the environment in which they live.

• Key academic and/or civic objectives to be 
achieved through combining service with 
learning have been identified prior to the 
activity.

• Opportunities for students to reflect on their 
experience and its connection to specific 
academic/civic objectives are incorporated 
into the activity.

The National Center for Service Learning

• RSLF launched 
Spring 2018

• Dr. Deborah Rose
• Rose Traveling Fellowship

• Emphasis on “service 
learning” in public health 
research and practice

• Spring and Fall cycle



Adapted from Furco, A. (1996) Expanding Boundaries: Serving and Learning. Washington, D.C: Cooperative Education Association.



Funding Priorities

Academic Requirements
• Master’s Thesis (SM)
• Field Practice (MPH, DrPH)
• Doctoral Dissertation/Thesis (PhD, DrPH)

Harvard Chan Frontiers
• Aging
• Climate Change
• Well Being and Nutrition
• Violence
• Epidemics
• Explore further at https://www.hsph.harvard.edu/frontiers/

https://www.hsph.harvard.edu/frontiers/


Eligibility

• All Harvard Chan students and post-doctoral fellows
• For students – completion of at least one semester of coursework at 

Harvard Chan
• Residential (based in Boston area)

• US citizens, residents and foreign students/post doctoral fellows
• Past applicant, but not funded
• Students graduating in May 2021 or later



Funding Amounts and Allowable Expenses

• Award for Fall 2020: $5,000 Maximum

• Expenses may include:
 Transportation – project-related travel must adhere to University-wide Covid 19 travel policy
 Living expenses (lodging, food)
Project-related materials and supplies (e.g., software, incentives for interviews/focus groups)

• Not funded
 Travel & registration for attending a conference only

• Award is considered taxable income; include taxes in the budget
• Fellowship payments will be made approximately 6-8 weeks after the award decision.

https://www.harvard.edu/coronavirus/travel-guidance


Application
• Two Waves of Application: 

• Wave 1: Friday, October 23, 2020 at 12:00pm (EST)
• Wave 2: Monday, November 23, 2020 at 12:00pm (EST)
• Notification of awards 4 weeks after application deadline

• Application components:
 Application Narrative
 Budget 
 Timeline
 Faculty Letter of Recommendation

 Provide adequate lead time for this request
 Resume 

• Please review FAQs on Fellowship webpage

https://www.hsph.harvard.edu/public-health-practice-resources/for-students/rose-service-learning-fellowship/how-to-apply/
https://www.hsph.harvard.edu/public-health-practice-resources/for-students/rose-service-learning-fellowship/frequently-asked-questions/


What kind of project is a good fit?
• Consider the following:

• Is the project being done at the request of community partners (as opposed to being initiated by the academy)?
• Is the project based on needs developed or defined by and with community partners?
• Are community partners involved in the design of the project?
• Is the primary project goal to enhance/build capacity of the community or organization?

• Projects that work
• Service component to the work, not just purely research
• Students have opportunities to engage with different stakeholders
• Places student in the role of “learner” (rather than the “expert”)

• Projects that don’t work
• Hackathons
• Conferences with other public health professionals
• Solely data analysis, data modeling with no stakeholder engagement
• Projects which do not involve interacting with community members to inform the work

• Visit CareerConnect; filter by “community engaged field practice"
• Reach out to Ra'Shaun Nalls (rnalls@hsph.harvard.edu), Director of Community 

Engagement if you are interested in learning about projects with local partners

https://www.hsph.harvard.edu/news/features/boost-bag-homeless-students/
https://www.hsph.harvard.edu/news/features/clearing-the-air/
https://www.hsph.harvard.edu/news/features/quality-pursuits/


Strong Applications

• Demonstrate understanding of service learning and how the 
proposed project meets this criteria.

• Provides a clear and concise description of the public health issue 
and how the project will address this issue

• Evidence that ongoing planning discussions with community 
partners and stakeholders has shaped the proposed project scope

• Outlines project workplan/tasks and timeline with specificity
• Communicates a personal stake in the project
• Budget and justification are clear and match the proposed project’s 

activities



Expectations of Fellows
• Fellowship emphasizes CO-LEARNING; more than a stipend

• Commitment to a learning community – cohort of Fellows

• On-boarding/orientation meeting with all fellows
• While in the field

• Journaling
• Post critical reflections and comment on others (community of learners)
• Final project report

• Debrief
• Presentation to donor and/or school wide event



Questions?
Email: RoseFellowship@hsph.harvard.edu

Live Q & A Sessions with program staff
• 9/14 @ 8:00am (ET) 
• 9/14 @ 1:00pm (ET)
• 9/17 @ 5:00pm (ET)

Go to RSLF Website for Zoom Links

mailto:RoseFellowship@hsph.harvard.edu
https://www.hsph.harvard.edu/public-health-practice-resources/for-students/rose-service-learning-fellowship/frequently-asked-questions/
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