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Practice Organization  Project Title and Abstract 
University of California, San 
Francisco and Roots of Labor Birth 
Collective 
 

Medicaid Reimbursement and Doula Care 
During my practicum I worked closely with two organizations in Oakland, CA.  The 
ACTIONS program out of University of California, San Francisco led by Dr. Monica 
McLemore and Roots of Labor Birth Collective- a collective of doulas of colors 
working in low-income communities and the Santa Rita Jail in Alameda county. My 
practicum projects included a comprehensive literature Review on Medicaid 
reimbursement and doula care, a resource manual for doulas providing services in 
correctional facilities, and a podcast interview with Scholars Strategy Network 
about doula care in the United States. The main focus of my practicum was around 
the roles of doulas in healthcare, benefits of doula care, and current policies that 
exist on Medicaid reimbursement for doula work. It is found that doula care is 
financially out of reach for many individuals and there are multiple gaps in the 
literature. As Medicaid reimbursement legislation continues across the US, 
adjustments need to be made in order to increase the uptake of doula services such 
as collaboration with other health care professionals, diversity of certified doulas, 
and increased reimbursement rates. 

Syrian American Medical Society 
Global Response 
 

Syrian American Medical Society Global Response Program Associate 
SAMS is a global humanitarian organization that works to provide lifesaving medical 
care in emergency and crisis settings. A practicum with this organization involves 
working with a team of 5 other program associates to strategize and implement 
medical missions internationally. Those in this role will learn to write formal 
agreements between organizations, work on OCHA funding access, grant writing, 
strategy conceptualization and other tasks. 

Mary's Center 
 

Advancing Health Equity Through School-Based Health Centers 
I worked with a federally qualified health center to explore the possibility of 
expanding healthcare access for underserved communities in Prince George's 
County Maryland through opening school based health centers (SBHCs). The project 
required me to learn more about the county and its communities, existing health 
care system, barriers to access to care and unmet medical and behavioral health 
needs that could potentially be addressed through SBHCs. I also learned about 
school-based health centers as a tool to advance health equity and create a 
consistent and trusted source of healthcare for students. My report informed next 
steps of the Prince George's County expansion plan for Mary's Center. 

Harvard Humanitarian Initiative 
 

Network Analysis of Actors Working to Support Climate Change Adaptation and 
Disaster Resilience Among Coastal Communities in Bagerhat District, Bangladesh 
HHI’s Program on Resilient Communities would like to invite a student to conduct a 
network analysis of actors (local and international NGOs, community-based 
organizations, local and national government, etc.) working to strengthen in coastal 
community resilience in Bagerhat district, Bangladesh. The Research Assistant will 
support the overall research agenda for this project and work with HHI’s partners 
and the research team to lead the development and dissemination of a network 
analysis survey. S/he will also collect quantitative and qualitative data as needed to 
prepare a teaching case study documenting the process for the implementation of 
the network analysis. The Research Assistant will work with HHI’s partners on the 
project, which include a large international NGO and a local NGO in Bangladesh. 
Research Assistant activities will include but are not limited to: 
-Support the design of a network analysis protocol and survey, adapting an existing 
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protocol to the coastal community context in Bangladesh 
- Liaise with partners to support survey implementation 
-Travel to Bangladesh for 5-8 weeks to oversee survey implementation and to 
collect qualitative and quantitative data as needed for a case study  
- Participate in project meetings, including with the U.S.-based research team and 
in-country partners (via Skype and in person as needed, both in the US and in 
Bangladesh) 
- Provide feedback and suggestions on the research agenda and processes 

Southern Jamaica Plain Health 
Center 
 

Health, Social, and Food Justice in Jamaica Plain: How a Community Health Center 
Addresses Food Access as a Social Determinant of Health 
By explicitly naming the systems that reinforce poor health outcomes – racism, 
patriarchy, capitalism – the Health Promotion at SJPHC works to go beyond 
addressing the social determinants of health to systematically address structures 
that impact the health outcomes of not just individuals, but also communities. This 
practicum worked to uncover how to provide access to healthy and fresh foods 
while working to fight these structures. Based on the needs and priorities of SJPHC’s 
community health department, I provided support to activities and programs within 
the Health Promotion Center, including case management, program evaluation, and 
workshop facilitation. Most of my time was spent in engaging with the center’s food 
justice programming, by running day to day operations of several food access 
programs, building an impact evaluation of these programs, and conducting 
literature reviews and community research into other models that could transform 
current project into a holistic anti-oppressive food security program. This project 
worked towards improving health equity, as systems of oppression and power 
imbalances impact how food is accessed to increase health. 

World Health Organization 
Department of Reproductive 
Health and Research 
 

Providing research and technical support for WHO RHR sexual and reproductive 
health projects 
In my 8 weeks at the WHO Department of Reproductive Health and Research, I 
participated in 3 major projects as part of the Maternal and Perinatal Health and 
Preventing Unsafe Abortion Team. My main project allowed me to use my extensive 
professional qualitative research expertise to lead qualitative analysis of in-depth 
interviews and focus group discussions that were conducted with Ebola virus 
disease survivors in Sierra Leone about their perceptions of and experience in the 
WHO-supported Sierra Leone Viral Persistence Study. I worked collaboratively with 
my practicum preceptor and the anthropologist who conducted the Viral 
Persistence Study to write two research papers on this data that were submitted for 
publication. For my second project, I assisted in drafting and editing the WHO Rapid 
Advice Guideline on Management of Pregnant Women in the Context of Ebola. I 
had the opportunity to participate in the in-person guideline development meeting 
with a group of experts on Ebola virus disease and reproductive health from around 
the world, and I wrote a meeting report summarizing discussion and 
recommendations from the group that went on to inform the guideline. Lastly, I 
participated in a global meeting of partners for the HRP Alliance for Research 
Capacity Strengthening from all WHO regions and wrote a meeting report 
summarizing stakeholder discussion and main actionable points for WHO regional 
research sites. 

citiesRISE 
 

Supporting Youth Leadership in Global Mental Health 



Degree: MPH-65 
Field of Study: Global Health                                                           Practicum Project Abstracts 2019 

citiesRISE is a global platform committed to transforming the state of mental health 
policy and practice in cities and beyond to meet the mental health needs of 
populations, especially young people. citiesRISE currently works in Bogotá, Chennai, 
Nairobi, Sacramento, and Seattle. I collaborated with citiesRISE staff and youth 
leaders in Nairobi to develop a scalable model for citiesRISE's youth leadership and 
mobilization program. This model includes funding, technical assistance, capacity 
building, and networking supports, among others. As part of this model, I 
developed the curriculum for a 12-month leadership capacity building and 
mentorship initiative. 

International Planned Parenthood 
Federation 
 

Support for Sexual and Reproductive Health in Crisis or Post-Crisis Settings 
My practicum project revolved around supporting IPPF’s SPRINT program which 
provides sexual and reproductive healthcare to communities in crisis or post-crisis 
situations. In my role, I worked to improve the processes around emergency 
responses. I supported the team in developing a new template for the emergency 
response proposal process, and helped improve the evaluation programming for 
responses.  I worked with IPPF’s member associations across Southeast Asia to do 
this. Finally, I conducted surveys of knowledge, attitudes, and practices around 
sexual and gender-based violence in order to develop IPPF-sponsored programming 
to address these issues. 

The Center for Mind Body Medicine 
 

Hope and Healing: Mind-Body Medicine for Syrian Refugees in Jordan 
I worked with the Center for Mind Body Medicine supporting their trauma relief 
programs in the Middle East. This included developing an organization-wide logic 
frame for their core program model; conducting research and prepartion for a new 
program with former jihadis and their families in Central Asia; and working with 
potential new partners to write grants and identify funding sources. 

mClinica 
 

Expanding Pharmacists’ Digital Toolkit in Thailand 
In South East Asia, pharmacists are often a patient’s first point of access to the 
healthcare system. mClinica, a company that creates apps for pharmacists across 
the region, aims to create resources to support these pharmacists' professional 
development.  For my practicum with mClinica, I worked in the Bangkok office to 
determine the feasibility and product design of a feature expansion for one of their 
apps, SwipeRx. I used quantitative and qualitative methods that I learned in my 
classes at Harvard Chan to conduct market research to inform key strategic 
decisions for the feature expansion. I presented my conclusions to mClinica's 
leadership team via a presentation and a report. 

Deloitte 
 

Deloitte Summer Associate 
As a Summer Associate in the Strategy & Operations Group, I supported a vertically 
integrated payer and provider to completely reorganize their outpatient operating 
model into that of a population health management program with robust care 
coordination. Doing so will allow for the client to remain profitable in an 
increasingly competitive healthcare payor market. 

Partners in Health 
 

Assessing Sickle Cell Anemia Care Delivery in Kono, Sierra Leone 
This practicum entailed designing a case study research project to assess care 
delivery for pediatric patients with sickle cell anemia in a rural district hospital in 
Kono, Sierra Leone. The research was a mixed-methods with surveys and semi-
structured interviews that were designed and implemented. In addition, the 
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practicum involved participation in designing a sickle cell anemia care management 
program to be implemented in Kono, Sierra Leone. 

HSPH India Research Center 
 

Integrated and Holistic Health Approach: a Landscape Analysis of Total Health 
Program 
I gathered background information for a teaching case study that would be co-
written by Prof. Richard Siegrist of the HPM Dept and HSPH India Research Center. 
The case was about Total Health, an innovative CSR initiative by Apollo Hospitals 
Enterprise, Ltd in Thavanampalle, Andhra Pradesh, India. The initiative serves all 
people in every stage of life, starting from pregnancy until later stage of life. Its 
programs touch multiple determinants of health, including NCD clinics, providing 
food supplement to pregnant & lactating women, water plant installation, 
subsidizing sanitation, training in livelihoods, tree planting, yoga, supporting school 
infrastructure & supplies, etc. The wholeness of their approach to health gives the 
name of the program: Total Health.  
With qualitative approach, 42 interviews and 11 group discussions were conducted. 
Field observations and secondary data gathering were done through site visits. 
People perceived Total Health as: 1) affordable, quality healthcare at our doorsteps, 
2) useful, helpful, and done so much for the society, and 3) only for hypertension 
and diabetes. Through community group discussion, 5 themes were identified as 
priorities to live healthier and happier lives: 1) water-related needs, 2) tree planting, 
3) affordability and access to healthcare, 4) home-based women employment, and 
5) yoga.  
The practicum work was done through partnership between HSPH India Research 
Center and Apollo Hospitals Enterprise, Ltd. Funding for my practicum was provided 
by the Rose Service Learning Fellowship. 

Harvard FXB Center 
 

Child Protection and Migration: Policy Evaluations and Reviews 
This practicum involves three separate and interrelated policy evaluation, impact 
assessment, and research report projects in the field of child protection for 
immigrant, refugee, and child migrant/unaccompanied minor populations. For 
Project 1 and Project 2, I will be responsible for data analysis, interpretation, and 
manuscript writing which will require on-the-job training in SPSS, Dedoose, and 
Stata. Project 1 will focus on analyzing the impact of civil society and media 
organizations on impacting child protection policies at the U.S.-Mexico border. I will 
be using Dedoose to analyze the study the various claims, actors, and impact of 
each of the major stakeholders in the issue as well as conduct a stakeholder 
analysis. Project 2 will deal with a more comprehensive qualitative and quantitative 
analysis of the impact of the Child in Need Institute (CINI) impact on preventing 
child marriage and child labor in West Bengal, India using a comparative approach. I 
will be leveraging data collected from field research, observational data collection, 
interviews, and administrative information conducted in two districts (one control 
and one intervention site) within West Bengal, India. Project 3 involves conducting a 
systematic literature review and writing a report on family law in different domestic 
and global contexts, most notably in the United States through a systematic 
evaluation on the civic, political, and legal frameworks involved in the Deferred 
Action for Child Arrivals (DACA) program. 

inSupply Health 
 

cStock: a supply chain strengthening approach  for community health programs in 
Kenya 
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During my practicum, I had the chance to work for inSupply Health, an affiliate of JSI 
in Kenya dedicated to optimizing public health supply chains. I helped design the 
new user-friendly version of cStock, a mobile app for Community Health Volunteers 
(CHVs) to simplify reporting procedures of health commodities in nomadic, hard-to-
reach communities. Building the prototype usability guide gave me valuable insight 
on how to bridge the gap between local demand and solution design at the office 
level.  
I also witnessed the transition of inSupply from a JSI-based, Gates Foundation-
funded project to an independent affiliate, helped with the launch event, optimizing 
Twitter use and scope new business to build its reputation as a supply chain 
consulting firm in Kenya.  
This practicum gave me great insight on the world of public health logistics and 
supply chain. It required flexibility in the tasks assigned, and the team and work 
environment made it an incredible learning opportunity. 

Medak Evaluating the Child Protection Practices of Humanitarian Organizations in Turkey 
This quality improvement study aims to analyze common principles that domestic 
disaster-relief organizations working with refugees adhere to and their field 
practices. The findings will be assessed using international best practices which may 
feed into future deliberations on reforming the Turkish Disaster Response Plan 
(TAMP). 

IQVIA 
 

Developing pharmaceutical data insights to identify risk for counterfeit medicines 
in Southeast Asia 
The practicum projected consisted of two main deliverables:  
1) Developed a Public Health Data Strategy Catalog to showcase IQVIA’s data 
offerings pertaining to flow of medicines in the health system. The catalog was 
presented to Ministry of Health officials and global health donors to showcase how 
existing IQVIA and country datasets can be combined to unlock the power of big 
data to drive evidence-based decision making. The strategy included a data 
mapping exercise to identify current data availability and landscape in Indonesia. 
Currently, many of the data systems in Indonesia are extremely fragmented and the 
IQVIA Singapore team wanted to identify areas where firm can help support the 
MOH in enhancing their data use practices.  
2) Developed a business analytics tool to visualize IQVIA’s global pharmaceutical 
data asset to identify a risk flagging tool for substandard and counterfeit medicines 
in Indonesia. The tool was presented to members of the IQVIA Singapore team in 
addition to academic research experts based in the UK. 

African Union Commission 
 

The role of the PanAfrican Parliament in advancing a Multisectoral response to 
Noncommunicable Diseases in Africa 
The project reviewed the burden of NCDs on the African Continent and made the 
case for the PanAfrican Parliament to support a multisectoral response to NCDs. 
 
A presentation on the subject was made on the floor of the PanAfrican Parliament 
in South Africa. 

 Harvard Humanitarian Initiative 
 

Addressing Gaps in the Evidence for Health and Nutrition in the Humanitarian-
Development Nexus 
I will be supporting Dr. Kivlehan as he serves at the HHI Technical Consultant to the 
CORE Group’s USAID/OFDA-funded project, “Increase Global Capacity for 
Coordinating, Integrating, and Transitioning Community Health and Nutrition in 
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Response to Protracted Crises and in Transition to Recovery." The Technical 
Consultants will do this by providing insight and technical expertise to build an 
evidence-base for operational and programmatic guidance in global health 
programming across humanitarian and development approaches, including the 
transition phase. This project seeks to address the operational evidence gaps 
around health and nutrition in the humanitarian-development nexus, research 
existing interventions, and turn this research into actionable guidelines. The goal of 
these guidelines and recommendations is to more closely align immediate life-
saving humanitarian responses with longer-term sustainable development 
strategies and to inform decisions of emergency responders within governments, 
NGOs, UN agencies and cluster mechanisms. 
Source: https://coregroup.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/OFDA-One-Pager.pdf 

Pan American Health Organization - 
WHO 
 

Initiatives for Primary Care Improvement in Brazil : Premio APS Forte 
Brazil has the largest public health-system in the world, with 120 million people 
covered by its free primary care services. WHO, in partnership with the Ministry of 
Health, wants to recognize local initiatives that Primary Care Units are performing 
to increase the access and coverage to the population, especially to those in rural 
and deprived areas of the country, by creating the “APS Forte” Prize. This contest of 
Primary Care initiatives received around 1200 initiatives from all over the country. 
The final objective is to give visibility to Primary Care in the country and start a 
discussion with the new government about the strenghtening of PHC and Universal 
Health Coverage. 
 

 


