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1) For how many credits must I enroll in order to qualify for F-1 visa sponsorship? 
 
In order to be eligible for the I-20 and receive an F-1 sponsorship from Harvard University, you must be a full-
time student.  Full-time enrollment is defined as follows: 
 
• Blended MPH-EPI program in June –  7.5 credits 
• All other summer-starting degree and non-degree participants, full-time status is: 

•  5 or more credits in one session (either July or August); or  
• 7.5 or more credits over two consecutive summer sessions in July and August. 

• Summer Only students enrolled in WinterSession – 5 credits or more.  
 
Please contact the Admissions Office at admissions@hsph.harvard.edu or 617-432-1031 with any questions 
regarding full-time enrollment. 
 

2) I am a returning summer student and my F-1 visa is still valid.  Do I need to apply for a new F-1 
visa from the U.S. consulate, or may I continue to use the current, valid F-1 visa stamp in my 
passport? 

 
Returning summer students who currently have a valid F-1 visa stamp in their passport are NOT required to 
obtain a new F-1 visa from a U.S. Consulate, per the U.S. Department of Homeland Security: 
https://studyinthestates.dhs.gov/2017/01/questions-from-dsos-do-students-returning-from-temporary-absences-
need-new-visas  
 

3) How much funding do I have to demonstrate to obtain an F-1 I-20 document? 
 
Information about how much funding you are required to demonstrate and what types of funding documentation 
will be sufficient for I-20 issuance is available here: https://www.hsph.harvard.edu/hsph-summer/pre-enrollment-
requirements/visa/.  Please refer to item 2, “Determining What you Will Need to Certify” for detailed information.  
If you have any questions about required funding totals, please contact the HSPH Admissions office at: 
admissions@hsph.harvard.edu or 617-432-1031. 
 

4) Should my spouse and/or children enter the U.S. as F-2 dependents? 
 
If you are coming to the U.S. in F-1 status, the HIO recommends that your dependents enter the U.S. in F-2 status, 
even if they are just coming to visit you for a brief period of time.  U.S. Customs and Border Protection have 
expressed a preference to see the immediate family members of F-1 holders enter the U.S. in F-2 Status. 
 
 
 

5) May I enter the U.S. on the Visa Waiver Program (known as the VWP or ESTA) or using a B-1/B-2 
visa that I already have? 
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No.  The VWP and the B-1/B-2 visa do not permit full-time or part-time study. To enter the U.S. using either the 
VWP or the B-1/B-2 visa, the purpose of your trip must be tourism.  If you intend to pursue full-time or part-time 
study at the Harvard Chan School, entering the U.S. using the VWP or the B-1/B-2 visa is not appropriate.  
Attempting to enter the U.S. using the VWP or a B-1/B-2 visa for the purpose of studying is a violation of U.S. 
visa regulations and you may be denied entry to the U.S.  This is true for both non-degree and degree students. 
 
Please also note that there is no visa status expressly dedicated to part-time study in the U.S.  The HIO 
recommends the following enrollment and visa options: 

• Enrolling full-time to qualify for an I-20 and F-1 status; or 
• Enrolling part-time because you are in the U.S. and are maintaining an immigration status for part-time 

study incident to that status (such as H-1B, TN, J-1, etc.) 
 
There is only one exception to this: students who are entering the U.S to attend optional symposia and 
commencement exercises and will NOT be enrolled in academic credits may enter the U.S. in B1/B2 visitor 
status.  This typically applies to Blended MPH Epi students who are giving their practicum presentation and wish 
to attend commencement. 

 
6) I am in the U.S. as an H-1, J-1, TN, or other status and would like to enroll in a summer program at 

the Harvard Chan School.  Am I permitted to do that? 
 

Yes, you will be permitted to enroll at the Harvard Chan School in a summer program if you are maintaining an 
immigration status that permits study incident to that status, such as H-1B, TN, or J-1.  The HIO recommends that 
you take the following steps with your current immigration sponsor: 
 

• Make sure that your sponsor is aware of your plans to enroll at the Harvard Chan School.   
• Consult with your sponsor’s international office; human resources office; and/or the immigration attorney 

who assisted with any underlying petitions filed for you, as it is critical that you ensure that study and 
enrollment in an academic program were included in those petition materials; and 

• Review how to comply with terms of your status insofar as your sponsor’s own unique institutional 
policies are concerned. 

 
The HIO also recommends that after you discuss this information with your immigration sponsor, you confirm 
everything with them in writing. 
 

7) Do I qualify for the Harvard University Student Health Plan? 
 
Students participating in Summer @ the Chan School do not are not eligible for the Harvard University Student 
Health Plan.  It is strongly recommended that all international students enrolled in these programs purchase health 
insurance or travel insurance to cover them during their time in the U.S.  The HIO has information about plans 
that may be available for purchase on the website here, under the drop-down entitled “Insurance Plans 
Outside Harvard.” 
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