
 
 

 

   

  

 

 

 

 

 

          

          

 

 

 

          

 

 

 

 

 

 

      
 

 

 
Upcoming Events 

 September 25: Welcome back luncheon, faculty and staff, Kresge 439, 12:30-1:30pm 
 September 27: Herbert Sherman Memorial Lecture, Kresge Cafeteria, 4pm lecture, followed by reception 
 September 30: Guest lecturer, Renee Hsia - A bird’s eye view of emergency care in the US: Have and have-nots,  
  Kresge 439, 12:30-1:30pm 
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 Welcome New HPM Members 
 Julia Dennett: Research Assistant working with 

Meredith Rosenthal and Kate Baicker 
 Juliana Stone:  Research Assistant working with 

Sara Singer 
 Emma Jeffries: Research Assistant working with 

Sara Singer 
 Beatrice Podtschaske: Harkness Fellow working 

with Sara Singer 
 Felix Greaves: Harkness Fellow working with 

Ashish Jha 
 Jeroen Struijs: Harkness Fellow working with 

Meredith Rosenthal 
 Yingyao Chen: Visiting Scientist working with 

Nancy Kane 
 

 

 

 

 

Welcome to the 2013-2014 Academic Year 

 Welcome back! As always, we are excited to welcome 
new staff, students, and faculty members to HPM and 
continue our innovative work in health policy. As the 
public health and health care landscape continue to 
change, we are continuously evolving our academic 

programs and expanding our research to address the 
most pressing public health policy questions of today. I 

look forward to working with all of you in the year 
ahead. 

- Arnie Epstein, Chair, HPM 

 

 
 

 

 Matt Miller’s work was recently featured in 
NPR for his research on U.S. gun homicides 
rates among teens and young adults. You can 
find that article here.  

 Benjamin Sommers and John McDonough 
shared their views on expanding state 
Medicaid, Will the Medicaid safety net be 
stretched?  

 Kate Baicker co-authored a Perspective article 
in the New England Journal of Medicine, 
August 14, Coordination versus Competition in 
Health Care Reform 

 Michelle Mello co-authored an article sharing 
study findings that indicate that many policies 
aimed at controlling malpractice costs, may 
have a limited effect on physicians’ malpractice 
concerns. Read more details here. 

  

 

 

HPM IN ACTION 

HPM’s Latest Edition! 
Ariadne Labs is a joint center for health systems 

innovation at Brigham and Women’s Hospital and 
Harvard School of Public Health. It is a growing 

community of researchers devoted to designing 
scalable solutions that drive better care at the 

most critical moments in people’s lives 
everywhere. The goal is not a grant or publication, 

but simple discoveries that actually produce 
better outcomes, greater value, and more caring 

across the world. 

CONGRATULATIONS to Mary Odle on 
reaching her 30th anniversary at 
Harvard!!! Her skills, leadership, and 
dedication to the department keep 
the office lively and fun! Your work is 
greatly appreciated, Mary. Thank you! 

 

http://www.npr.org/blogs/health/2013/07/24/204795495/how-a-family-copes-with-schizophrenia-and-suicide
http://www.bankrate.com/finance/insurance/medicaid-safety-net-stretched.aspx
http://www.bankrate.com/finance/insurance/medicaid-safety-net-stretched.aspx
http://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMp1306268??query=TOC&
http://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMp1306268??query=TOC&
http://www.reuters.com/article/2013/08/14/us-health-doctor-tests-idUSBRE97D0WG20130814
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Student Spotlight:  Brian Walker, 2014 Master of Science Candidate (SM2 - Management track) 

After graduating from Brigham Young University with a BS in Business Management, Brian Walker first worked 
for The Boston Consulting Group and Ridgemont Equity Partners. Passionate about entrepreneurial health care 
ventures, he left the world of financial services in 2010 to start a pediatric surgery center in Houston, Texas. 
After filing formation documents, Brian proceeded through the steps of surgery center development: 
architectural modifications, equipment and supply purchasing, CMS and state survey preparation, policy and 
procedure implementation, and physician recruitment. As Chairman and CEO, Brian often observed the 
preparation, surgery, and recovery of the young patients at his center, which led him to seek out current and 
evidence-based research in quality improvement and patient safety. Harvard University’s involvement in the 
development of the safe surgery checklist prompted him to search for an academic program that would allow 
him to learn directly from these experts. When visiting HSPH and speaking with HPM, Brian was impressed with 
the relevance and practical nature of the program. As a current student, Brian is focused on finding safer and 
more efficient ways to provide health services. He hopes to use these skills to open a second surgery center this 
summer and to continue a career in healthcare entrepreneurship upon graduation in 2014. Brian also enjoys 
spending time with his family and is proud to have celebrated the arrival of the third beautiful baby girl earlier 
this year. 

 

 Congratulations to Sara Singer and Jane Kim on their promotions to Associate Professor! 

Sara Singer, PhD, MBA, joined HPM in 2007.  Sara’s research focuses on the role of organizational leadership and 
culture in efforts to implement health delivery innovations, integrate patient care, and improve performance of 
health care organizations. She is particularly interested in a diverse array of organizational conditions, including 
(1) patient safety climate, culture, and leadership, (2) integrated patient care, (3) implementation of surgical 
safety checklists and other health delivery innovations, and (4) organizational learning. In the future, Sara hopes 
to expand her research to develop a center, program, or initiative that promotes collaborative, interdisciplinary 
research and problem solving involving those traditionally engaged in health sciences and those in management 
and leadership. 

Jane Kim, PhD, SM, joined HPM in 2006.  Jane is widely recognized for her work on health policy issues related to 
women’s health. She has developed increasingly sophisticated methods to perform cost-effectiveness analyses 
of cervical cancer screening strategies in the U.S., Europe, Hong Kong, and less developed regions. Jane’s mission 
is to inform public health decision-making by quantifying the tradeoffs in benefits and harms of preventive 
health interventions with respect to health outcomes and resource utilization. Jane hopes her work guides the 
adoption of effective, equitable, and efficient public health policy and practice. 

                            Welcome HPM Students!  
On August 26, 2013, HPM welcomed a new cohort of 
masters students. Here are the numbers by 
concentration: 59 CMP, 2 SM1, 25 SM2, and 4 LPH 
Picture: Four HPM students in front of Shattuck house 
during the scavenger hunt on Tuesday, Aug 27 (from 
left): Catherine Braun (MPH), Caitlin McMurtry, 
Michael Chaitkin and Charlie Upton (all SM2). 
 
 
 
 

 


