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don’t miss this! 
 

Come kick back, have a snack, and chat sustainability with us at the 
next Green Team meeting on Thursday, August 22 from 11-12 in 
FXB G10. 
 

There’s a new seminar series in town! Please join us for the inaugu-
ral Eco-Opportunity Seminar Series on Monday, September 9. 
Greg Norris details how corporations can be the good guys in his 
talk “Sustainability Unbound: The Power and Potential of NetPosi-
tive” at 12:30 in Kresge 212. 
 

Don’t let anyone try to tell you that summer’s almost over. Remind them that the autumnal equinox is not until Septem-
ber 22 and until then it’s very much summer, so there! Now, get out there and enjoy these warm days! 

Happy Birthday to Us! 
 

One year ago, in a bathroom much like 
the one you’re in now, a Green Team 
member was “taking care of business” 
whilst enjoying the latest issue of Stall 
Stories. “That student government sure 
has the right idea when it comes to en-
tertaining and informing a captive audi-
ence”, our Green Teamer thought. A 
few weeks later, the Eco Mosquito 
made its debut. We sincerely hope 
you’ve enjoyed this reading material 
over the past year. Most of all, we hope 
it’s been informative. Environmental 
sustainability and public health so often 
go hand-in-hand, so we feel a special 

obligation to have HSPH lead the sustainability charge at Harvard. 
We can’t do that without you! Here are some of our proudest accom-
plishments over the past year: 
The creation of the Harvard Longwood Bicyclists group, now over 

500 members strong! Thanks to the HLB (hsph.harvard.edu/bikes), 
we’ve had two bike fairs, two very fruitful brainstorming sessions, 
and we now have two new bike repair stations. They’re two good! 

The 2013 Take the Stairs campaign got 353 people out of their 
offices and into the stairwells to conserve energy while climbing 
their way to stronger legs and healthier hearts. 

A growing list of HSPH offices are certified through the Harvard 
Green Office Program. We now count 8 fully-compliant Green 
Offices, and have 3 more on the way. 

There’s no longer a need to waste money buying interoffice enve-
lopes since the “Closing the Enveloop” reuse program started in 
February. 

And our newest creation, the  Summer City Safaris, have been so 
much fun that we’ve decided to keep them going even when it gets 
chilly outside, so look for more information coming in September. 

Pu ing the buzz in your ear since 2012 

Urban Composting: Does 
It Stink, Is It Worth It? 
 

Is it really possible to compost in an urban apartment—
especially if you don’t have any outdoor space? We’ve got 
it easy at HSPH, where all we have to do is pick the right 
bin and toss our scraps in, but what about at home? Would a 
compost bin stink up the house? And what’s to be done with 
it once it’s full? Green Team member Caitlin Key Alfaro 
decided that she should find out. She contacted Bootstrap 
Compost, a year-round kitchen scrap pickup service work-
ing in the Greater Boston area. For $18 per month, BSC 
provides a twice-monthly pickup of a lined 5 gallon com-
post bucket. For 2 weeks, Caitlin and her husband happily 
throw everything they can into the bin: paper towels, coffee 
grounds, the forgotten produce rotting in the drawer of the 
fridge, vegetable scraps, the occasional popsicle stick, etc. 
After 2 weeks, they leave the bucket in the designated spot, 
and the composting fairy comes and picks it up, leaving a 
fresh bucket in return. The best part is that the bin is smaller 
than a trash can, can usu-
ally fit under the sink, 
and doesn’t stink any 
more than a regular trash 
can would, thanks to the 
tight lid! Green Team 
Score: A+. Find out more 
at bootstrapcompost.com 

did you know? 
 

The historic but structurally deficient Longfellow Bridge 
connecting Boston and Cambridge is finally undergoing its 
3 year-long rehabilitation. While the project is sure to cause 
traffic delays, it will be well worth it when construction is 
completed! Today, there is little room for pedestrians and 
bikers. In 2016, we will have a beautifully restored bridge 
with wider sidewalks and safer bike lanes, and—we hope—
better access to the beautiful Esplanade below. 

http://www.hsph.harvard.edu/bikes/
http://bootstrapcompost.com/

